
2002 Dryland G rain Sorghum Perform ance Test

LOCATION: Clifton Kotrla Farm, Granger, Texas

COOPERATORS: Clifton Kotrla, Dennis Pietsch, and Jeb Owen

SOIL TYPE: Houston clay

ROW WIDTH: 38"

PREVIOUS CROP: Corn

LAND PREPARATION: Shredded, disked (2), and planted flat

DATE PLANTED: 3-14-02 with cones mounted on a ALMACO planter using JD
Max-Emerge II units

PLOT LENGTH: 25"

FERTILIZER: Sidedress at first cultivation with 350 lb/A of 24+8+0+2
 + 1 qt/A Zinc

HERBICIDE: Broadcast 2.5 qt/A of Lariat, post plant.

INSECTICIDE: Counter 20CR at label rate at planting.

RAINFALL: Rainfall was not recorded at the test site, but was recorded by
Mr. Archie Rebold in Granger, approximately 4 miles from test
site.  January =.41", February =.95",

 March =2.12", April =2.02", May =2.39", June =3.36", 
July =3.89", August = 1.33"; Total = 15.14"

DATE HARVESTED: 8-7-02 with JD 3300 Combine equipped with a Grain Gauge.

SIZE HARVESTED PLOT: 2 rows, 25' long

TEST DESIGN: Randomized complete block using PCSAS software

NUMBER OF ENTRIES: 54

NUMBER OF REPLICATIONS: 3

NUMBER OF ROWS/PLOT: 2

TEST MEAN: 4,578 lb/A; yields corrected to 13% moisture

TEST C.V.: 11.71%



COMMENTS: Weather conditions were not favorable for maximum grain sorghum production
at this site.  The season started with marginal soil moisture due to lack of rainfall in January and
February.  Seeds were planted very deep to attain soil moisture within the seedbed.  Shortly after
planting the test block received a beneficial rain which helped contribute early plant growth and
development.  The test block was fertilized at first cultivation, which provided the essential plant
nutrients for continuous plant growth and development.  

Lack of beneficial rainfall prior to the boot stage probably reduced potential yields. 
Timely rains in June contributed to grain fill and final yields.  Prior to harvest, an extended
period of rainfall resulted in grain weathering and mold damage.  A grain mold rating was taken
and presented in the following Table.  Weathering of grain in most hybrids was not severe as
reflected by the test weights.  The mean test weight for the test was 57.9 lb/bu with the range
being from 54.4 lb/bu to 61.2 lb/bu.

Due to the erratic weather conditions, the test mean was 4,578 lb/A compared to the past
three-year average of 6,057 lb/A.  Only 13 hybrids produced over 5,000 lb/A.  The incidence of
bird and midge damage was minimal.


